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What is love? That seems
to be an appropriate
question to ask, with

Val entine’s
around the corner.

Since the beginning of time,
it seems, people have
sought to answer that
complex but captivating
question. So, what is love?
The question is made even
more complex when we
recognize that there is more
than one
of love. For example, there
is erotic love, which might
tend to be more self-
serving. Then thereis a
measure of love more like
friendship, which leads us
to call Philadelphia, for
example, the
Brotherly

However, the question
becomes simpler when we
limit our question to
understanding the meaning
of agape love, or the self-
giving, self-sacrificing
degree of love that Jesus
Christ demonstrated in His
ministry and in His death on
the cross. Christian love—
agape love—is well
described in the 13"
chapter of
the Corinthians, commonly
called —the

D a

vari e

- relationships to other
L o v epeople and to God, in the

What is Love?

the Bible. In writing to the
Corinthian church, Paul
says:

Love is patient

Love is kind

Love is not jealous or
boastful

Love is not arrogant
Love is not rude

Love does not insist on
its own way

Love is not irritable
Love is not resentful
Love does not rejoice
at the wrong, but love
rejoices in the right.

by Rev. Grant Parker

rejoice in the wrong when
someone makes a
mistake, or do | rejoice
along with them when they
succeed in doing
something right?

Here’' s a
covenant with me to
earnestly strive to
personify the attributes of
agape love (mentioned
above) on
Day, February 14? Who
knows? It just might be
contagious!!!

It seems a very convicting pl an.

but useful exercise to
examine ourselves and our

light of agape love, by
inserting our own name
into that passage of
scripture at every place
where the word love
appears. For example,
can | say | am patient with
other people? Am | kind to
other people? Am |
jealous or boastful? Am |
arrogant or rude in dealing
with others? Do | always
insist on my own way? Am

Keep your
hand and your eyes on the
Cross!

Let' s keep t
share the Gospel!

Brother Grant

P a ul irritable or resentful in 0

relating to others, even

| othose closesttome? Dol o f

t his

hand



Student Ministry News:

Xtreme Winter Confer-
ence in Gatlinburg: De-
cember 31 *-Jauary 3"
54 students and
leaders went
Over 7000 people at
conference
Great speakers:
David Nasser, David
Edwards, Tony Nolen
and Johnny Hunt
Great bands: Toby
Mac, David Crowder,
Red, Switchfoot,
etc..
No Skiing- Went to
Wonder Works
1% night several of
our youth went to the
altar.
New Years Eve Party
with JESUS!

Winter Jam Atlanta:
January 15 ™"
38 students and
leaders went
10 bands $10
Mt. Zion UMC youth
and Trinity UMC
youth went with us!
22,000 people in
Philips Arena
Skillet ROCKS!

Open Door Walk: Satur-
day March 24

T 9:30am-2:00pm
 CSU Intramural Field
& Pavilion

Jr. High & Sr. High Sun-

day School

 New Curriculum:
KNOWN

9 Sunday School
teachers (Amy Head,
Marilyne Williamson)
love it!
Students love it!
January topics were:
Media- Movies, Mu-
sic, Social Media and
a Higher Standard.
Parent discussion
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Student Ministry News

guide emailed to
parents each week
to discuss with their
child what we talked
about on Sunday am,
Sunday pm and
Wednesday night
youth.

February topics are:
Purity Matters- Pure
living, Pure loving,
Pure speaking and
Pure thinking.
Students also have a
take home student
guide with daily de-
votions in them.

Our Evangelism Min-
istry bought a Bible
for every youth in our
ministry (96 Bibles!)
Please get your child
involved in Sunday
School! It will make a
difference.

College Sunday School

{ New Curriculum: Life
Matters

Sunday School
teacher loves it
(Steve Lake)
Students love it!
January topic: Reso-
lution Worth Keeping
February topic: In
Christ Alone
Students have a stu-
dent guide

Each Student has a
Bible provided by the
Evangelism Ministry.

Sunday Night in Youth
Ministry
Starts at 5pm-7pm
Something for every-
body
Jr. High Discipleship
Jr. High Small
Groups
Sr. High Discipleship
Sr. High Small
Groups
Please do everything
you can to get them
here on Sunday

nights. We run our
children all over town
playing ball and do-
ing other
run them to Church
on Sunday nights.
College Ministry
meets after youth
from 7:30pn-8:30pm

Never too late to start
making plans for sum-
mer (College trip, Jr.
High Camp and Sr. High
Mission Trip)

College (only)

 Forward Conference

1 June 28™-July 1%
2012

9 Duluth, Georgia @
the Gwinnett Arena

I Speakers: Jentezen
Franklin, Matthew
Barnett, Steven Fur-
tick and Reggie
Dabbs
Music: Chris Tomlin,
Jeremy Camp, Third
Day, Israel Houghton
and Free Chapel
Worship Band

M Cost$125

Sr. High: 9 "-12" grade

(only)

T Mission Trip

I Andrews, North
Carolina

T July 9"-July 14"
(Monday-Saturday)

I Cost: ?2?? website:

www.swoultfitters.co

m

Group will work on a
project 3 full days
(Tues.-Thurs)

Friday group will par-
ticipate in Snowbird
recreation.

Each morning group
will participate in a
group Bible Study led
by Snowbird staff.
Each evening group
will attend a worship

t hi

service.

9 Snowbird projects
include: painting ,
éving lawas fe- S
pairing a roof, clean-
ing projects, small
construction projects
like building wheel-
chair ramp or rein-
forcing a porch.

Jr. High: 6 "-8" grade

(only)

Youth Camp

9 Andrews, North
Carolina

T July 9"-July 14"
(Monday-Saturday)

{ Cost: ?2?? website:
www.swoultfitters.co
m

Group will take part
in two daily Gospel-
centered worship
and teaching ser-
vices (morning &
evening)

Daily enjoy three
delicious meals
Four afternoons of
high-adventure rec-
reation (rafting on
the Nantahala, 3
man swing, paintball,
skate park, skeet &
rifle range, zipline,
Goliath swing, climb-
ing tower, archery,
foam pit, waterslide,
and much much
more!

Thanks for all you do for
our students at Epworth
UMC! Also | want to
thank you for all you do
for me and my family.
Please remember to
keep us and the Student
Ministry in your prayers.
God bless and have a
great month.

Mark Waldrop
Youth Director



http://www.swoutfitters.com
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http://www.swoutfitters.com
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Birthdays

Gabriel Watson

Sylvia Curtiss
Brandi Johnson
Hank Baker

Betty Hyde
Bonnie Claridy
Kyle Page
Cooper Jordan
Ella Bell

Liz Wise

Ron Hart

Rory Johnson

Andrew Head

Sarah Chancy
Elizabeth Thacker
Gayle Floyd

Keith Barnes
Bonnie Wilgis
David Head

Jess Thomas

Cody Kirkland

Sue Barnes
Randy Barnette

Doris Ammons

Eleanore Hall
Seabo Griggs
Dan Robinson

Frances Coggins
Amy Head
Kaleb Wertz

Mary Barnette
Emma Head

Our Faithfulness

Total Annual Budget $737,087.17
Budget YTD $42,524.25
Actual Contributions YTD $36,160.67

Week of |12/18 |12/25 |1/1 1/8

Worship | 329 314 291 383

Sunday | N/A N/S 67 141
School

Evening |48 N/S 77
Activities

Wed. 44 N/S
Evening

Anniversaries

Fred & Susan Sims

Eric & Tracie Belvin

Mark & Mary Ensley

Bill & Dot Parker

Bryce & Becky Gaunt

Greg & Bonnie Claridy

Chris & Donna Wilson
Jim & Joan Patrick

Wesley Adams

Ral ph O’ Bri
Lisa Isbell
Eric Belvin

Wendy Sieck

Katie Collins

Ronnie Head
Amanda Morgan

Betty Register
Stephanie Baker
Miranda Griggs
Timothy Foster

Elizabeth Crow
Rejean Lee

Marlea Jeffries

Jeff Nicholson

Scott & Judy Burkes

Ed & Regina Ridgley

Ral ph & Pam O' B

Andrew & Brandi Johnson

Leo & Becky Ivey

Welcome New Members

Keith & Sara Banks
Jacob & Jared Banks
8 Cambridge Court
Phenix City, AL 36870

The 2012
flower
calendar has
been posted
in the
Gathering
Room.
Please sign
up if you
would like to
place
flowers in
church on a
special
Sunday.

Happy Birthday
and Happy
Anniversary:
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Servant Role

Feb 5

Feb 12

Feb 19

Feb 26

Chapel 8:30

Gary Dillard

Gloria Griggs

Jeff Nicholson

Jim Wilgis

Chapel 9:45

Cindy Hart

Betty Henderson

Phyllis Nicholson

Becky Coreno

Chapel 11

Rendi Hall

Cathy Head

Susan Nichols

Mary Pittman

Acolytes

Claire Garney

Anna Lake

Flowers

Bill & Dot Parker

Open

Open

Leo & Becky lvey

Altar Guild

Doug & Cindy
Cameron

Doug & Cindy
Cameron

Doug & Cindy
Cameron

Doug & Cindy
Cameron

Wee Praise

Letha Parker

Letha Parker

Letha Parker

Letha Parker

Wee Worship

Kathy Yohn

Kathy Yohn

Kathy Yohn

Kathy Yohn

Kidds Pr

a i Relph Crow

Ralph Crow

Ralph Crow

Ralph Crow

Ol der Ki dd

Michele Lake
Sabrina Wade

Michele Lake
Sabrina Wade

Michele Lake
Sabrina Wade

Michele Lake
Sabrina Wade

Nursery 1 (Infants)
9:45

Brandi Atanasoff

Sandra Rowan

Jennifer Head

Jean Harbuck

Nursery 2
(Toddlers) 9:45

Danielle Bradley

Pam Shores

Margaret Moss

Marietta O'Neil

Nursery 1 (Infants)
11

Julie Hooten

Pixie Dillard

Roxanna Hamilton

Jennifer Gatewood

Nursery 2
(Toddlers) 11

Alissa Stone

Gina Shoemaker

Becky Snediga

Sandra Clay

Snack Supper

Amanda
Freeman / Kendra
Sims

Mary Ensley / Terri
Long

Sheryl Bell /
Christina Yielding

Marietta O'Neill /
Connie O'Neill

Greeters 8:30

Belle Lee
Sue Barnes

Gloria Griggs
Hugh Slappey

Jim Wilgis
Dorothy Dykes

Janet Peacock
Annette Harris

Ushers 8:30

Wayne Griffin
Jim Wilgis

Frank Griggs
Bubba Roberts

Doug Cameron
Gentry Lee

Gary Dillard
Ron Hart

Greeters 11:00

Mary Frances
Head
Cheryl Smith

Becky Ivey
Pam Shores

Shirley Wilkerson
Vivian Obert

Don & Penny
Verner

Ushers 11
Head Usher:
Keith Griggs

Bill Prickett
Steve Martin
JW Martin
Ralph Helms

John Findlater
John Henderson
George Gatewood
Coach Gilstrap

Jerry Obert
Charles Franklin
Rich Coreno
Fletcher Findlater

Ralph Helms

JW Martin
George Gatewood
Don Verner

Breakfast/
Donuts

TNT

TNT

TNT

TNT

WHAT IS LOVE?

refers @&o
Love is G
—Anyone

k nown
of
says

Probably one of the best
— faith, hope, andlove—and t he greatest
He loves us, simple as that. In1John4:7-21 God
Godll, —since God |l oved us that much, we surely ought to |
to full expression through wusl. —God is love, and allo wh
know that in spite of ourselves, He loves us unconditionally. Then the most difficult thing about love He tells us in Matthew

543-48, —Love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute
Father in heaven. I f you |l ove only those who |l ove you, w

scriptures that
these is love.l
much about | ove.

Pray for me as | pray for you to share His love with everyone!
Blessings from your Epworth Prayer Ministry

*Join us for our monthly prayer vigil the third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel**
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KIDS KONNECTIONS

WAY TO GO, KIDZ!

As we all know, kids can say and do things that are absolutely astounding. So many times there
is a compassion and action expressed by kids that wake us up as adults to the important details
of life. The Epworth kids always amaze me by their enthusiasm for helping. They have
participated in giving to the Capital Fund Campaign, foreign mission projects, White Christmas
offering and Operation Christmas Child, as well as mailings to deployed military personnel and
visits to local nursing facilities.

As Jesus warned us not to discount the importance of children in the kingdom, we need not
overlook their contributions to His work in this life. Many examples exist in our own Epworth
congregation of a child’s desire to
examples may call wus as adults

wor k of two brothers, Dawson a

returning emptied garbage cont

collecting .25 per container,

the work of their Savior. They ecided
projectl (Capital Fund Campaign) of

age of 11 can work and give back $52 towards projects to advance the gospel of Christ, then
how much should we, as adults, be willing to give to the Lord? Thank you boys, for your shining
example of enthusiastic, active faith.

fiDo not hi nder the |l ittle children to c¢come
T Matthew 19:14

MOMG6 S DAY OUT

Tuesdays, 9:00 am — 12:45 p.m. Please register your attendance with the church office the
week prior to intended participation. An MDO handbook may be accessed from the Epworth
website, or a copy may be obtained from the church office.

OPEN DOOR WALK

Get your wal king shoes on for the annual -20p¢
p.m. at the CSU Intramural Field and Pavilion. For more information, please call 706-323-5518.

This walk benefits the Open Door Community Center in Columbus, which is a Methodist ministry
to children and families. Get your family




Feeling Badly,
Things Going
Wrong?

Our Stephen Ministry
team is fully trained and
gifted by God to support
you by listening to you
and praying with you in
your darkest hours.
Allow one of our
Stephen Ministers to
walk with you through
those difficult times,
whatever the problem or
crisis might be. For more
information, contact
Keith at 334-614-0577.

Prayers and
Sympathy

The congregation of
Epworth UMC offers its
prayers and sympathy to all
those families in our
congregation who are
grieving the loss of loved
ones. Please join us in
praying specifically for
Gladys Breeland and her
family, following their loss
of her husband Lee
Breeland and Jeanette Clay
and her family in the loss of
her mother Willie Green.

oWith
Thankful
Heart so

The Epworth United
Methodist Church
gratefully
acknowledges receipt
of the following gifts
to:

The Capital Fund
Campaign

In memory of Mr. Lee
Breeland

In memory of Mrs.
Willie Green

(gifts were given
anonymously)

Ridgecrest
School
Supplies
Needed

Ridgecrest School is
Epworth’'s —Pai
Educationl scl
they have a need for which
we can help. Copy paper

is needed. Please help with
this basic need for the
teachers and students. A
collection box will be in the
Gathering Room and we

will collect the copy paper
through February 12". We
plan to deliver the paper on
Val entine’s Di
For more information,

please contact Sandra
Rowan, Diane Glass or any
member of Epwt
UMW.

Council on
Ministries

Happy New Year! As the
new Chairperson for the
Council on Ministries |
would like to invite the
following members to place
our first meeting on your
calendar and plan to be in
attendance on February

EPWORTH UNITED METHODIST

12" (Sunday) at 4:30PM at
the church: Grant Parker,
Keith Badowski, Kevin
Sharp, Susan Wiggins,
Becky Coreno, Sandra
Arnold, John Findlater,
Becky Ivey, Dorothy Dykes,
Sheryl Bell, Miranda
Griggs, Tina Byrd, Julie
Durrance, Roxanne
Hamilton, Steve Lake, Amy
Head, Janie Maxwell,
Mandy Young, Letha
Parker, Baxley Oswalt,
Beth Robinson and Dan
Robinson. | look forward
to seeing you at the
meeting and working with
you. See you

there! Sherry Martin,
Chairperson for Council on
Ministries.

New Baby

Congratulations to Andrew
and Brandi Johnson on the
birth of Draven Jack
Johnson, who was born on
January 11th at 7:59

am. He weighed 7 Ibs and
3 ozs and was 20 inches
long.

Kitchen Iltems
Needed

The following items are
needed for t
kitchen:

Dish towels
Dish cloths
Pot holders
Large serving spoons

Serving tongs

Please help up resupply
our kitchen. Drop items off
in the Gathering Room.

he

Looking for
2012
Graduating
Seniors

It will soon be time to honor
our 2012 High School
Seniors who will be
graduating in May. We
don’t want to
out as we help celebrate
this special time in their
lives. Please help usin
making our list of graduates
complete by taking a look
at our list below. If you
know of other Graduating
Seniors who are members
of — OR -- attend Epworth

regularly, we need to
make sure they get on our

list. Please call the church
office with any names. 334-
298-3186 Or contact Diane
Glass @ 706-681-2107 /
dglass@ctvea.net Thank
you!

Kara Lobley
Katie Nicholson
James Word
Tyler Green
Cody Townsend

Hamburger
Cookout

Wecslte]yuCBrﬁe?stor?e class
is having a hamburger
cookout on Sat., Feb 11,
6:00 pm at the home of
Vickie and Seabo

Griggs. We will meet at the
church at 5:15 to ride the
bus.

Please RSVP to Vickie
(334-468-0037 or 855-
3618) or Dorothy Dykes at
297-2240 by Wed. Feb

8. If you are not a member
of a Sunday School class
and would like to attend we
would love to have you!




February 2012

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT
1 9:30am 2 3 4
Bible Study 7:00 pm
5:45 pm Menbds Cl u
Meal
6:00 pm
Youth
6:30 pm
Classes & Kids
Konnections
& Pastor’
Study
5 6 7 8 9:30am 9 10 11 Kids
5:00 pm Noon 6:30 pm Bible Study Kids Winter Retreat
Youth Happy Days UMW 5:45 pm ) Blue Lake
Meal Winter 5:15 pm
5:30 pm 6:30 pm Scouts 6:00 pm
Beth Moore Youth Retreat g,%%RErferVEd
Study 6:30 pm 6:30 pm Blue Lake W Ip cl
Beth Moore Classes & Kids esley Liass
Study Konnections Hamburger
& Pastor’ Cookout
Study @ Griggs
12 13 14 15 9:30am 16 17 18
Boy Scout Newsletter Bible Study 11:30 am
Sunday ; 5:45 pm Ruth Girls
9:30 am Deadline Meal
Stephen . 6:00 pm
Ministry 6:30 pm Scouts Youth
2:00 pm . 6:30 pm
Johnson Baby g§t0h R/Incl)ore Classes & Kids
Shower Study Konnections
4:30 pm Disciple
COM & Pastor’
5:30 pm Study
Beth Moore
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
9:00 am Presidents 6:30 pm 5 gi308 an;
; Prayer ible Study
BIC_)Od ol Day Ministry 5:45 pm
11:00 am Office Meal
Cherubs Closed 6:30 pm
5:30 pm No Scouts Ash
Beth Moore 6:30 pm S
' Wednesday
Beth Moore .
Study Service
26 27 28 29
) 9:30am | g .
39 ﬁ m Bible Study sundays ~
5:30 pm 6:30 pm St'e|_o en 5:45 pm Traditional Services 8:30 am & 11:00 am
Beth Moore E|>etlt1 l\l/loore Ministry Meal Contem.porary Service 9:45 am
(last class) (last class) 6:00 pm 9:30 am Coffee & Donuts
Youth 9:45 am & 11 am Sunday School
6:30 pm 5:00pm Youth Snack Supper
Classes & Kids 5:00 pm Children Snack Supper
Konnections 5:30 pm Cherub and Elementary Choir

& Pastor
Study

7:00 pm Adult

Choir Practice
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Strengthen Your Marriage at Weekend to Remember

Family Life Today’'s Weekend t o ReWeekendsaracheduledino mi n g
Montgomery on February10-1 2 (a gr eat Val e ntlinDestinsandyApril 20422 in Atldhtar ¢ h 9

Life has a way of overwhelming a marriage. Jobs, kids, activities, errands... Before you know it, checking your e-
mail i s more important than carving out a dat getawayig h t@.
a chance to make a change. I't’s a time to rediscove

When you arrive for the weekend, we’'l/ hel p youdolsts e
are forgotten. You'll find it's a warm, engaging en
not placing blame.

What you and your spouse will hear during the Weeke
marriage. Instead, it is the result of more than three decades of biblical research by a team of men and women
who distilled what it takes to have a successful marriage and family. H

During the weekend, you will learn how to:
Receive your spouse as a gift.
Clarify your role as a husband or wife.
Resolve conflict in the relationship. o
Express forgiveness to one another. FAMILYLIFE presents
Increase your commitment, creating an even deeper level of intimacy. Weekend to

To learn more, call Fred and Laurel Blackwell at 334.524.3652. remem ber




